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Abstract. The aim of this article is to investigate the process of emigration of Galician peasants to Canada at the end
of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century based on the materials of the newspaper «Ruslan.» The article analyzes
the socio-economic and political factors that motivated the peasants to emigrate, highlights their experiences of relocation,
adaptation to new living conditions, and the challenges they faced in their new environément.

The scientific novelty of this article lies in the comprehensive analysis of the emigration of Galician peasants to Canada
at the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century, based on previously unexplored materials from the newspaper
«Ruslan».

Conclusions. The emigration of Galician peasants to Canada at the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century
is an important historical phenomenon that reflects a wide range of socio-economic, political, and cultural changes. The main
factors that prompted Galician peasants to emigrate were the agrarian crisis, low standard of living, limited opportunities
for economic development, and national oppression. Many peasants saw Canada as an opportunity to improve their living
conditions and secure a future for their families. The materials of the newspaper testify to the difficulties faced by emigrants
in Canada. The lack of proper infrastructure, difficult working conditions, and the need to adapt to a new socio-cultural
environment created significant challenges. Many emigrants managed to overcome these difficulties and achieve success,
contributing to the development of the Ukrainian community in Canada. The emigration of Galician peasants to Canada at the
end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century is a multifaceted phenomenon that reffects complex socio-economic and
cultural processes. The materials of the newspaper «Ruslans» provide valuable information for understanding these processes
and their impact on the development of the Ukrainian community in Canada.
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Memooonoeis, icmopioepagis ma 0dcepeno3Hascmeo azpapHoi icmopii' ? :

EMIITPALIA TANMALUBbKUX CENAH Y KAHAAQY HAMPUKIHUI XIX —
HA NMOYATKY XX CT. (3A MATEPIAITAMU YACOIUCY «PYCIIAH»)

Anomauia. Memoro cmammi € 0ocniodxcenHs npoyecy emicpayii eanuyvkux ceian 0o Kanaou nanpuxinyi XIX — Ha
nouamky XX cm. Ha ocHosi mamepianie uaconucy «Pycian». Y cmammi ananizyemocsa coyianbHO-eKOHOMIYHI ma NONimuyHi
¢hakmopu, wo cnouykanu cenan 00 emiepayii, BUCBIMIIOEMbCA IX 00C8I0 nepecenentst, adanmayii 00 HOBUX YMO8 JCumms ma
BUKTUKU, 3 AKUMU BOHU CIUKANUCS HA HOBOMY MICY.

Haykosa nosusna cmammi nonazae 8 KOMWIEKCHOMY ananizi emigpayii eanuyvkux censin 00 Kanaou nanpuxinyi XIX —na
nouamky XX cm., 30iticHeHOMY Ha OCHOBI paHiule HeOOCTIOHCeHUX Mamepianie uaconucy «Pycnamn».

Bucnoeku. Emicpayisn canuyvkux censin 0o Kanaou nanpuxinyi XIX — na nouamxy XX cm. € eadicausum icmopuiHum
AsuUeM, WO BI00OPAICAE WUPOKULL CHEKMP COYIANbHO-eKOHOMIUHUX, NOTIMUYHUX MA KYTbMYPHUX 3MiH. OCHOBHUMU YUHHUKAMU,
WO CROHYKANU 2aNUYbKUX CelsiH 00 emizpayii, Oynu azpapna Kpusa, HU3bKUL pieeHb JIcumms, ooMediceHi MoHCIu8ocmi O
EeKOHOMIYHO20 PO36UMKY Ma HayioHanbHi ymucku. bacamo cenan 6auunu 6 Kanaoi moscaugicms nokpawumu c8oi Hcummesi
YyMOo8U ma 3abe3nequmu Matlbymue ceoim poouram. Yaconuc 8idicpasas axciusy pois y oopmy8anHi cyChilbHOi OYMKU w000
emiepayii. [lybnikayii 6 «Pycraui» ingopmysanu HacereHHs npo yMoeu NepecesieHHs, MONCIUBOCII ma SUKIUKU, 3 AKUMU
cmukanucs emizpanmu. Yaconuc makooic cnpusng 062080peHHI0 COYIANbHUX | NOTIMUYHUX ACNEKMI6 emiepayii, wo eniueano
Ha npuiinamms piuens nomenyitinumu emicpaumamu. Mamepiaau waconucy ceiouames npo CK1AOHOWi, 3 AKUMU CIMUKATUCS
emicpanmu 6 Kanaodi. Biocymuicmov HanexcHoi ingpacmpykmypu, cKiaoHi ymosu npayi ma HeoOxioHicms adanmayii 00
H08020 COYIANbHO-KYILMYPHO20 Cepedosulya Cmeoprosanu 3nauni sukauku. Ilpome, 6azamo emizpanmis 3yminu nooonamu yi
mpyoHowi ma docaemu YCnixy, Cnpusiouu po3eumky yKpaincokoi epomaou ¢ Kanaodi. Emiepayia eanuyvkux cenan 0o Kanaou
Hanpukinyi XIX — na nouamxy XX cm. € bazamospanHum sguuem, wjo 8i000paxdcae CKIaoui coyianrbHO-eKOHOMIUHI ma
KynomypHi npoyecu. Mamepianu yaconucy «Pycnan» nadaroms yinHy inghopmayito 01 po3yMIHHA YUX npoyecie ma ixHb02o
6NIUBY HA PO3GUMOK YKPAiHCHKOI epomadu ¢ Kanaoi.

Kniouogi cnosa: emizpayis, cenanu, yaconuc «Pycnan», I'anuuuna, Kanaoa.

Problem statement.

The emigration of Galician peasants to Canada at the end of the 19th and the beginning of
the 20th century is a significant phenomenon in the context of the socio-economic and cultural
changes that were occurring in Europe at that time. This period is marked by a substantial increase
in the number of emigrants from Halychyna, driven by both internal factors (agrarian crisis, social
instability, national oppression) and external factors (attractive conditions for resettlement, promises
of new opportunities). Studying this process is crucial for understanding the historical preconditions
and consequences of migration movements, which have impacted the development of Ukrainian
society and the formation of the Ukrainian diaspora in Canada.

One of the important sources for studying this phenomenon is the materials of the newspaper
«Ruslan,» which actively covered the issues of emigration. The newspaper played a significant role
in shaping public perception of emigration and informing the population about the opportunities
and challenges associated with resettlement to Canada.

The purpose of the article.

The purpose of the article is to investigate the process of emigration of Galician peasants to
Canada at the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century based on the materials of the
newspaper «Ruslan.» The article analyzes the socio-economic and political factors that motivated
the peasants to emigrate, highlights their experiences of relocation, adaptation to new living
conditions, and the challenges they faced in their new environment.

The scientific novelty of this article lies in the comprehensive analysis of the emigration of
Galician peasants to Canada at the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century, based
on previously unexplored materials from the newspaper «Ruslan». For the first time in domestic
historiography, the role of this newspaper in covering emigration processes and its impact on shaping
public opinion and emigration policy is examined in detail. The article systematically organizes
and analyzes the publications of the newspaper «Ruslan» related to emigration, which allows for
a better understanding of the socio-economic, cultural, and political aspects of this phenomenon.
The research also complements existing knowledge about the living conditions, adaptation, and
integration of Galician emigrants into Canadian society.

Resaerch analysis.

The emigration of Galician peasants to Canada at the end of the 19th and the beginning of the
20th century is an important research direction in the historiography of the Ukrainian diaspora.
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Scientific studies of this phenomenon have been conducted both in Ukraine and abroad, particularly
in Canada, where a significant number of emigrants found a new homeland. Notable works include
those by S. Kachmaraba, O. Rozhyk?, O. Hlushko?, S. Lastovetskyi®, O. Sych* A. Klish, and
N. Syrotiuk®.

The materials of the newspaper «Ruslan» represent a unique source for studying the emigration
of Galician peasants, as they contain numerous reports and analyses of contemporary events that
reflect the sentiments and experiences of the emigrants. Research based on these materials allows
for a deeper understanding of the motives and circumstances that forced the peasants to leave their
homeland, as well as the challenges they faced in their new environment.

The statement of the basic material.

The emigration of Galician peasants to Canada at the end of the 19th and the beginning of the
20th century became a significant phenomenon in the history of the Ukrainian diaspora. This period
was marked by substantial changes in the socio-economic life of Halychyna, prompting thousands
of people to seek a better life across the ocean. Confronted with poverty, landlessness, and political
oppression, Galician peasants set out for Canada in search of new opportunities and hope for a
better future. They brought with them not only their hard work but also rich cultural traditions that
became an integral part of Canadian society. Undoubtedly, these processes were reflected in the
Galician press, particularly in the newspaper «Ruslan,» which was published in Lviv from 1897 to
1914.

In the second half of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century, significant
implementation of agricultural machinery took place in the agriculture of Austria-Hungary,
including Halychyna, which led to a decreased need for labor. Specifically, at the beginning of the
20th century, 33.2% of peasant farms in Austria-Hungary used agricultural machinery, while in
Halychyna, this figure was 26.5%. Wealthier and more affluent farms, particularly those owned by
landlords, used agricultural machinery more intensively. In 1902, in Halychyna, 71.4% of farms
with land areas over 100 hectares, 60.7% of farms with 20 to 50 hectares, and 56.6% of farms with
5 to 20 hectares used agricultural machinery. At the same time, these processes were accompanied
by a demographic boom, which caused a sharp increase in population numbers. The natural increase
was 18.5 people per 1,000 inhabitants. The surplus labor force in Halychyna’s agriculture reached
1.2 million people. As a result, the population was forced to supplement their «family budget» by
exporting their labor®.

The newspaper «Ruslan» describes a significant emigration movement among peasants from
the Zalischyky district to Canada. It is noted that almost every month, several families from the
villages of Synkiv, Kolodribka, Blyshchanka, Shchytivtsi, and other eastern villages crossed the
ocean. In August and September 1899, this movement also spread to other villages such as Pecharn
and Zhezhava on the Dniester, as well as Dzvynyach. At the same time, several dozen families,
mostly landowners with more than 6 morgs of land, left their homes due to dissatisfaction with local
living conditions and the search for better earnings’.

«Ruslan» describes a mass emigration from the Yavoriv district, where over a thousand people
left within a few weeks, some to Canada and some to Romania. The main reason for the emigration

1 Kauapaba C., Poxuk M. Ykpainceka emirpanis. Emirpaniiinuit pyx 3i Cxignoi I'anwunnu ta IliBHiunoi Bykosunu y 1890-1914 pp. JIbBiB,
1995.121c.

2 I'mymxo O. 3. IlprunHu yxpaincekoi emirparii B Amepuky ta Kanany (kin. XIX=XX cr.). Hayrosuii sichux YepHiseybkozo yHieepcumemy.
Pyra, 2002. Bun. 143. C. 61-65.

3 JlacroBeuskuii C. [ToyarkoBuii epion ykpaincbkoi emirpauii no kanajacekoi nposinmii Kse6ek (1891-1905 pp.). Bicnuk Ipuxapnamcokozo
yuigepcumenty. Iemopia. 2014. Bun. 25. C. 200-205.

4 Cuu O. [lo nuTaHHs Ipo poitb €BpeiB y nporeci ykpaincekoi emirpauii 8 CIIA i Kanany (kirenp XIX — neprui gecsitupivust XX cr.). [u-
mauns icmopii Hoo2o ma Hogimnvozo yacy. 1994. Bum. 3. C. 35-43.

5 Kunimr A., Cuporrok H. Peniriiine »utTs yKpaiHchkux emirpantiB y Kanani Ha nouarky XX cT. Ha mmnanbsrax qaconucy «Pycnan». 3akopoon-
He YKpAiHCmE0: 6i0 00CHIOMNCeH s ICMOpIi 00 NPO2HO3Y PO3GUMKY': Mamepianu MiJCHAPOOHOI HayKoeo-npakmuunoi kougepenyii (Kuis, 26
keimus 2024 p.). K.:TOB «I'eonpunm», 2024. C. 117-120.

6 Cepurok O. IlepeceneHCbKHH PyX i3 3aXiqHOYKpaiHCBKHX 3eMenb (Kinens XIX — mogarky XX CT.): MaciuTaOu, OCHOBHI HalpsiMH, XapakTep-
Hi ocobimBocTi. Kpaesnascmeso. 2019. Ne 1. C. 102.

7 HoBuuku. Pycaan. Y. 213. 21. Bepecus (4. xostast) 1900. C. 2.
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was the steadily increasing poverty, which was particularly exacerbated by crop failures. Peasants,
lacking means of subsistence, were massively pawning their belongings to Jews and starvingg.

One of the articles presents a very specific view on the situation of Ukrainian emigration to
Canada at the beginning of the 20th century. The author emphasized the number of Ukrainian
settlers, which at that time was about 20,000 people, and called for active support of the press to
ensure adequate representation of the interests of the Ukrainian community.

Special attention was given to the problems faced by new settlers upon moving to Canada,
particularly the necessity of preserving their own identity and not succumbing to the influence
of other ethnic groups or religious denominations. The importance of maintaining faith, culture,
and traditions in the new environment was highlighted by the author as a key aspect of successful
adaptation®.

The creation of new settlements for emigrants was noted, particularly in Manitoba, which
had significant potential for development. The author also emphasized the high demand for labor,
asserting that every hardworking man could earn money. The writer mentioned the availability of
land for those willing to settle in Manitoba, but warned that land prices could vary depending on
location and infrastructure.

In contrast, when considering the situation of Ukrainian emigration to the province of Alberta,
the author pointed out its advantages, such as fertile land and the possibility of settlement. However,
he also noted the drawbacks, including climatic conditions and limited employment opportunities.

The contributor emphasized the necessity of a cautious approach to emigration, recommending
thorough preparation for relocation and consideration of all possible alternatives, including work in
Halychyna. He stressed that the decision to emigrate should be well thought out™°.

The newspaper devoted considerable attention to interethnic relations. It was noted that
Ukrainians coexisted peacefully with Indigenous peoples. In contrast, Kyrylo Genyk was skeptical
about Jews and the prospects of living alongside them.

Reflecting on the emigration of Galician and Bukovinian peasants to America, the contributor
mentioned that living conditions at home were continuously deteriorating, especially for
smallholders, prompting them to seek a better life abroad*:.

It was also noted that emigration was a natural phenomenon, as other nations were also
emigrating abroad in search of a better life. The contributor criticized the intelligentsia for their lack
of understanding of emigration issues and their desire to portray them in a negative light. The author
believed that mass emigration was the result of the intelligentsia’s neglect of the peasants’ needs.

K. Genyk also expressed the opinion that emigrants, even in difficult conditions, had a better
living situation abroad than at home. It should be noted that the newspaper «Ruslan» presented
various viewpoints on Ukrainian emigration to Canada, both negative and positive!2.

K. Genyk criticized the description of Canadian provinces made by Fr. Polyvka. He argued that
Fr. Polyvka could not provide reliable information about Canada because his journey was short and
limited to small towns.

The author noted that Fr. Polyvka’s emotional reaction to Canada was exaggerated, as not all
travelers clearly understood where they were going. It is likely that Fr. Polyvka was disappointed
because his expectations were higher than the reality in Canada.

Overall, K. Genyk emphasized the importance of an objective approach to emigration and a
realistic understanding of what awaited emigrants in the new country. He called for hard work and
adaptation in the new environment, highlighting the opportunities for success that could be found
in Canada®.

8 HoBunku. Pycran. Y. 134. 17 (29 ) uepsus 1898. C. 3.

9 Kinbxka ciiiB npo pycki konboHii B Kanani. Pycaan. Y. 185. 19 (31) cepnus 1899. C. 2.

10 Kinbxka ciiB nipo pycki konboHii B Kanani. Pycaan. Y. 186. 20 cepmust (1 Bepecns) 1899. C. 2.
11 Bicru 3 Kanaau. Pycaan. Y. 100. 4 (17) mas 1900. C. 1-2.

12 Bictu 3 Kanagu. Pycaan. 4. 101. 5 (18) mast 1900. C. 1-2.

13 Bictu 3 Kanagu. Pycaan. 4. 101. 5 (18) mast 1900. C. 1-2.
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K. Genyk stressed that Canada is a vast country with diverse soils. He pointed out the existence
of lands unsuitable for agriculture, but also noted that there were regions where farming could
be successfully practiced. The author emphasized that central Canada had lands designated for
settlement and described provinces that had suitable conditions for agriculture.

The author described the history of the resettlement of peasants from Halychyna and Bukovyna
to Canada. He explained that emigration began with the advent of railways to Manitoba and noted
that the first settlers arrived in Canada as early as 1800.

The contributor noted the active role of agents in encouraging peasants to emigrate, stating
that their actions had a commercial motive—to earn profit from facilitating resettlement — as the
Canadian government incentivized the arrival of settlers by paying agents for each person who
came to the country.

K. Genyk emphasized that many emigrants lacked adequate information about living
conditions in Canada and the risks associated with the journey. He noted that although the Canadian
government stimulated emigration, due to the large number of settlers, it tried to halt the flow of
Galician peasants by canceling the payments to agents for settlerst“.

K. Genyk outlined several problems faced by emigrants from Halychyna in Canada. He
noted that the Canadian currency had a lower value compared to the Austrian currency, creating
economically unstable conditions for the settlers. Additionally, due to the significant expenses
associated with traveling to Canada, many emigrants arrived practically without financial resources.

It was mentioned that initially, the Canadian government tried to employ the emigrants, but as
their numbers increased, this became impossible. A large number of emigrants arrived in Canada in
search of work, but many of them remained unemployed and without means of subsistence.

On the other hand, it was noted that the land in the province of Manitoba, which was one of the
first territories where emigrants arrived, was already fully settled. This made it difficult to obtain
land plots for agricultural purposes, which was the main occupation for many emigrants?®.

The newspaper «Ruslan» analyzed the situation regarding the allocation of land plots in various
provinces of Canada. It emphasized that acquiring land was a challenging task, as a significant portion
of land was already occupied, and the available plots were often located far from infrastructure.

K. Genyk noted that in the province of Manitoba, there was a high concentration of emigrants,
but most of the available plots were already occupied, creating additional difficulties for newly
arrived peasants.

The province of Alberta, on the other hand, was the most attractive for emigrants due to the
availability of a substantial amount of land and opportunities for farming.

K. Genyk emphasized that the economic conditions in Canada were characterized by high
costs and required significant persistence from emigrants. He pointed out that earnings often did not
match the level of expenses, especially during the initial stages of adaptation and settlement in the
new country?.

The newspaper discussed the difficulties and risks of emigrating to Canada. It highlighted the
rising cost of moving to Canada due to changes in transportation payment conditions, which called
into question the feasibility of emigration, particularly for those with limited financial means. The
contributor urged a thorough analysis of all aspects of emigration, including financial expenses,
living conditions, and job availability. He stressed that the decision to emigrate required serious
consideration.

The author paid special attention to the risks for family couples, especially those with limited
financial resources or significant agricultural holdings. He recommended refraining from emigrating
with the family, leaving this option to single individuals who had the opportunity to earn money and
later decide on further emigration to Canada'’.

14 Emirpauus no Kanamu. Pycaan. . 158. 15. (28.) manas 1900. C.
15 Emirpauus no Kanamu. Pycaan. . 159. 16. (29.) mumas 1900. C.
16 Emirpauus no Kanamu. Pycaan. . 159. 16. (29.) mumas 1900. C.

C.

-2.
17 Emirpanus no Kanagu. Pycaan. Y. 160. 18. (31.) mumas 1900. .

1
2
2
2
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In the newspaper, K. Genyk examined various aspects of emigration to Canada, including
climatic conditions, economic prospects, and the political situation. The contributor noted that
Canada, like any other country, experienced periods of good and bad harvests. For example,
attention was drawn to dry weather, which could lead to crop failures, negatively affecting the lives
of peasants.

Political conflicts in Canada between liberals and conservatives were also analyzed. According
to the contributor, political parties did not act in the interests of ordinary people but only cared about
their own interests and enrichment?.

Particularly concerning were the anti-Catholic sentiments among some Ukrainian communities
in Canada, caused by abuses of the Roman Catholic clergy and Russophile propaganda.

Special attention was given to the problems faced by new settlers upon moving to Canada,
particularly the need to preserve their own identity and resist the influence of other ethnic groups
or religious denominations. The importance of maintaining faith, culture, and traditions in the new
environment was highlighted by the contributor as a key aspect of successful adaptation®®.

There was a noted need for spiritual guidance for Ukrainian emigrants in Canada, especially
in the context of the arrival of Orthodox missionaries and Doukhobor settlers®. The newspaper
reported that the settlers lived without adequate spiritual care due to the lack of a sufficient number
of priests. This led to many people being unable to practice their religious rites. Additionally, the
settlers were dispersed over a large area, making communication and the performance of religious
rites difficult.

As a result, some settlers lost touch with their religious traditions and practices due to the
distance from churches and the lack of appropriate spiritual support. The presence of various
religious communities complicated the situation and led to conflicts?.

In particular, the newspaper mentions the so-called schism, which led to a split among the
settlers. As a result, more than 80 Greek Catholic families and several Roman Catholic families
converted to the Orthodox rite.

The creation of new churches and the refusal to recognize the French-born bishop indicate
a deep division and mistrust among the settlers. They handed over the church to the Orthodox,
believing that this action was a better alternative than recognizing the French bishop.

Many settlers expressed distrust towards representatives of other denominations and refused to
acknowledge their authority. This indicates a deep divide within the community and a low level of
mutual understanding?.

The newspaper discusses the work of Father Vasyl Zholdak as a visitor in Canada, who tried
to engage Ukrainians in the religious and cultural community. He supported Ukrainians in Canada
who faced the loss of their national identity and religious challenges. Father Zholdak urged the
community to help preserve Ukrainian cultural heritage among Ukrainians in Canada, as he observed
the threat of losing national identity among the younger generation?,

The newspaper reflects the complexity of the religious and social landscape among Ukrainian
emigrants in Canada and concerns about manipulations and conflicts that hindered communal life.

The newspaper paid considerable attention to the further division between Greek Catholics
and Orthodox Christians. This led to some religious leaders using religious identity for political
purposes.

«Ruslan» noted the tensions between different religious groups, such as Orthodox and Catholics,
which sometimes resulted in conflicts that required police intervention?,

18 Emirpauus no Kanagu. Pycaan. 9. 160. 18. (31.) mumas 1900. C. 2.

19 Kinbxa ciiB npo pycki konboHii B Kanani. Pycaan. Y. 185. 19 (31) cepnas 1899. C. 2.
20 Pycka micust st Kanagu. Pycaan. Y. 190. 25 cepuns (6 Bepecnst) 1899. C. 2.
21 lepxoeHi cripasu B Kanani. Pycran. Y. 197. 31 ceprast (13 Bepecrs)1901. C.
22 epxoeHi cripasu B Kanani. Pycran. Y. 197. 31 ceprast (13 Bepecrs)1901. C.
23 O. Bacuis XKomngak. Pycran. Y. 156. 14 (27) munuas 1902. C. 3.

24 1epxoeHi cripasu B Kanani. Pycran. Y. 198. 1(14) Bepecns) 1901. C. 1-2.

1-2.
1-2.
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Another problem was the lack of religious buildings, leading to difficulties in practicing religion
and preserving traditions. The construction of new churches was complicated by the settlers’ difficult
financial situation.

It was noted that there was a lack of spiritual care for the Ukrainian community in Canada,
which could lead to a loss of religious identity and community discord. The necessity of immediate
organization to address the problem of ecclesiastical anarchy was emphasized. The contributor stated
that this issue required the attention and collective efforts of the entire community. Additionally, the
author called for the immediate provision of Ukrainian priests in Canada who were patriotic and
willing to work for their people®.

There was expressed dissatisfaction with the Latinization and control of the Roman Church
over the Ukrainian clergy, which did not contribute to the preservation of identity.

It should be noted that Metropolitan A. Sheptytsky sent a special mission to Canada aimed at
developing and supporting the Ukrainian community. The main goal of the mission was to engage
Ukrainians in the church and cultural community and to meet the spiritual needs of the Ukrainian
community in Canada?.

The newspaper proposed the creation of a religious center by building a large church in
Winnipeg, which would reflect the grandeur and significance of the city. It was also suggested to
establish branches of this church in areas where Ukrainians resided?’.

Describing the work of missionaries in Canada and the USA, the contributor emphasized their
importance in building and developing churches and providing spiritual support to emigrants.
The importance of missionary work and assistance to emigrants in providing support for social
adaptation in the new country was noted. Missionaries not only provided shelter but also engaged
in education and helped integrate Ukrainians into the new environment?.

The conclusions.

The emigration of Galician peasants to Canada at the end of the 19th and the beginning of the
20th century is an important historical phenomenon that reflects a wide range of socio-economic,
political, and cultural changes.

The main factors that prompted Galician peasants to emigrate were the agrarian crisis, low
standard of living, limited opportunities for economic development, and national oppression. Many
peasants saw Canada as an opportunity to improve their living conditions and secure a future for
their families.

The newspaper played an important role in shaping public opinion on emigration. Publications
in «Ruslan» informed the population about the conditions of resettlement, opportunities, and
challenges faced by emigrants. The newspaper also facilitated discussions on the social and political
aspects of emigration, influencing the decision-making of potential emigrants.

The materials of the newspaper testify to the difficulties faced by emigrants in Canada. The lack
of proper infrastructure, difficult working conditions, and the need to adapt to a new socio-cultural
environment created significant challenges. However, many emigrants managed to overcome these
difficulties and achieve success, contributing to the development of the Ukrainian community in
Canada.

Despite the difficulties, Galician peasants tried to preserve their cultural identity and traditions.
The newspaper «Ruslan» highlighted issues of cultural adaptation, the preservation of national
traditions, and interaction with other ethnic groups in Canada. This contributed to the strengthening
of the Ukrainian community and the preservation of its cultural heritage.

By examining the publications of the newspaper «Ruslan,» we observe the significant influence
of the religious factor on the social, cultural, and religious context of the Ukrainian community’s life.
The first thing to note is the active role of the Ukrainian clergy in preserving and supporting national

25 IepxoeHi cripasu B Kanani. Pycran. Y. 199. 2(15) Bepecns) 1901. C. 1-2.
26 Jlist kaHaguiickoi Ykpainu. Pycaan. . 180. 13 (26) cepunst 1902. C. 1-2.
27 Jlnist kaHaguiickoi Ykpainu. Pycaan. . 182. 15 (28) cepunst 1902. C. 1-2.
28 Jlist kaHajuiickoi Ykpaiuu. Pycaan. Y. 257. 15 (28.) magonucra 1902. C. 1.
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identity and cultural traditions among the emigrant community. Another important aspect is the role
of the clergy in ensuring the spiritual and moral upliftment of the emigrant community. Through
missionary work, priests contributed to the formation of strong moral values and the upbringing of
Ukrainian emigrants in the spirit of Christian principles. Additionally, the clergy played a vital role
in maintaining social order and structure within the Ukrainian community in Canada.

However, we also observe the challenges that the settlers faced, particularly in their religious
life. Upon arriving in Canada, Ukrainian emigrants encountered other Christian denominations that
dominated the country, such as the Roman Catholic and Protestant churches. This required them to
adapt to new religious rites, traditions, and perspectives. In the early period of their stay in Canada,
Ukrainian emigrants faced the absence of Ukrainian churches and clergy. This complicated the
performance of religious rites and the discussion of religious issues. Ukrainian emigrants could also
face interdenominational conflicts, especially when trying to preserve their religious identity in the
context of the dominance of other Christian denominations.

The emigration of Galician peasants to Canada at the end of the 19th and the beginning of
the 20th century is a multifaceted phenomenon that reflects complex socio-economic and cultural
processes. The materials of the newspaper «Ruslan» provide valuable information for understanding
these processes and their impact on the development of the Ukrainian community in Canada.
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