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AGRARIANISM: A NEW CONCEPT OF UNDERSTANDING THE UKRAINIAN REVOLUTION OF
1917-1921

The article defines the concepts of agrarian history of the period of the Ukrainian revolution of 1917 — 1921. The essence
of the definition “concept” is analysed and the peculiarities of its application to the agrarian history of the period of the
Ukrainian revolution are outlined. The concept of agrarianism as one of the agrarian concepts of the period of the Ukrainian

revolution of 1917 — 1921 is investigated.
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Problem statement. Socio-political, socio-
economic and socio-cultural changes that took place
during the Ukrainian Revolution of 1917 — 1921 became
catalysts for the emergence of many phenomena. A
separate place belonged to the agricultural component.
Strengthening the interaction of world and domestic
history, the need to modernize and update categorical
Soviet judgments, outdated terms, methods, concepts
and the ability to form their own independent
historiographical, theoretical, methodological and
practical assessment of historical processes are
important for modern Ukrainian history. In view of this,
the topic we raised in the article is relevant.

Resaerch analysis. M. Hrushevsky [1], V.
Vynnychenko [2], D. Doroshenko [3], and I. Mazepa
[4] were at the origins of understanding the events
of the Ukrainian revolution. V. Verstyuk [5; 6], V.
Soldatenko [7; 8], and J. Hrytsak [9] made a separate
contribution to the study of the role and place of the
agrarian component. At the same time, the achievements
of modern historical science significantly expand the
already established ideas about the Ukrainian revolution
of 1917 - 1921.

The purpose of the article is to analyse the
concept of agrarianism of the period of the Ukrainian
revolution as a component of agrarian history.

The statement of the basic material. The study of
the events of the Ukrainian revolution of 1917 — 1921 is
carried out by researchers using general historical and
special historical methods of scientific research. During
the period of Ukraine’s independence, historians turned
to the study and understanding of complex socio-
political and socio-economic processes of the Ukrainian
revolution, using civilizational, modernization, socio-
cultural and other approaches.

Conditionally in the historiography of the history
of the Ukrainian revolution, the following periods can
be distinguished: 1) the period of the revolution of 1917
—1921; 2) 1922 — the end of the 1980s; 3) the modern
period: the beginning of the 1990s — the twenty-first
century. 1922 — late 1980s; 3) the modern period: the
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beginning of the 1990s — the twenty-first century. At
the same time, the historiographical material processed
by us gives grounds to clarify and detail the above
periodization. Thus, in the Soviet historiography, we
distinguish the following subperiods: 1) 1920s — 1930s;
2) 1930s — the end of the 1980s.

The formation of historical knowledge about
the concept of the Ukrainian revolution of 1917
— 1921 coincides in time with the events of 1917
— 1921. However, in the works of scientists of that
time the concept of the Ukrainian revolution was not
comprehensively studied. Some aspects of it are covered
in fragments. This is due to the direct participation
of researchers in the events of that time. Publication
of the legacy of M. Hrushevsky, V. Vynnychenko, P.
Skoropadsky, D. Doroshenko, as well as historians of
the Ukrainian diaspora — O. Subtelny, T. Hunchak, I.
Nagaevsky today is the source basis for the formation
of the full image of the concept of the Ukrainian
revolution. Among the researchers of agrarian history
of this period it is worth noting V. Kaczynski [10].

In the 1920’s and 1930’s, the Soviet concept of
the Ukrainian Revolution was formed, which diligently
eradicated the very term “Ukrainian Revolution”.
Among the researchers of agrarian history of these
years we can name S. Dumbrovsky [11], J. Yakovlev
[12], A. Shestakov [13] and others.

With the release of “History of the CPSU (b).
Short Course” in 1938, the concept of the Ukrainian
revolution was considered only in the context of the
concept of the October Revolution. Later, the term
“revolution in Ukraine” became widespread. The 1930s
and 1940s became years of stagnation for agrarian
history, and it was not until the late 1950s that M.
Rubach’s publications were published [14]. It is with
the name of this researcher that N. Kovalyova connects
the focus of Soviet historians on agrarian issues [15].

The turn of the 1980s and 1990s opened up
opportunities for rethinking the historical events of
1917 — 1921. It was at the turn of the 1980s and 1990s
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that research by agrarian historians V. Shanin and V.
Danilov was carried out.

As R. Pyrig [16] rightly points out, the renewal
of the term “Ukrainian Revolution” in independent
Ukraine, and hence the first steps towards the formation
of a new understanding of the concept of the Ukrainian
Revolution, took place in 1996 with the Institute of
Ukrainian History publishing a two-volume “History
of Ukraine: A New Vision” edited by V. Smoliy. In
it, V. Verstyuk proposed a new vision of the concept
of the Ukrainian revolution, drew attention to the
chronological boundaries of the period, as well as to the
interpretation of the conceptual apparatus. J. Hrytsak’s
“Essay on the History of Ukraine” also in 1996 became
not only a new tool for interpreting the events of 1917-
1921, but also complemented the general picture of the
concept of the Ukrainian revolution [16, 45].

V. Soldatenko wrote in this regard that “it
would be wrongful to speak of the concept of the
Ukrainian revolution as something integral, complete,
unchangeable” [7, 6]. Historian on the basis of a
thorough analysis of historiography, d study of patterns,
study of facts and documents substantiated the “‘concept
of the Ukrainian revolution”. V. Soldatenko uses the
term “concept” as a synonym for the term “theory” [7,
108].

G. Korolyov argued that “the history of the
Ukrainian revolution of 1917 — 1921 has all the
hallmarks of a scientific concept” [17]: “the leading
idea — the revival and consolidation of the Ukrainian
nation to create their own state; historical time — the
days of 1917 — 1921; the leading driver of national
and social progress — the Ukrainian ethnic group and
its political elite; a system of argumentation based
on a thorough historiographical heritage and a strong
source base (archival, archeographic, memoir and other
segments)” [18, 7].

In 2016, the “concept of the Ukrainian revolution”
received official recognition at the state level. The
President of Ukraine P. Poroshenko by Decree Nel7 /
2016 of January 22, 2016 declared 2017 the Year of the
Ukrainian Revolution 1917 — 1921, honouring events
and prominent participants was identified as “one of the
priorities of public authorities for 2017 — 2021 [19].

O. Mpykhailyuk [20], O. Zhytkov [21], D.
Arkhireysky [22], S. Kornovenko [23-25], V.
Melnychenko [26], O. Kostenko [27 — 28], V. Lozovy
[29 — 30], V. Masnenko [31], V. Tverdovsky [32] and
other authors develop the concept of the Ukrainian
revolution in their research. At the same time, modern
researchers often widely use the term “Ukrainian
national liberation struggle” as a synonym for the term
“Ukrainian revolution”, thus confirming the national-
democratic nature of the Ukrainian revolution [33].

Recent Ukrainian historians show an increased
interest in the events of agrarian history during the
Ukrainian Revolution of 1917 — 1921. This is confirmed
by a large number of monographs and dissertations
devoted to the study of these events. In modern research,
the agrarian history of the period of the Ukrainian
revolution of 1917 — 1921 is considered in several
areas: analysis of land and agrarian transformations
through the prism of political processes [34]; analysis
of the socio-economic security of the peasantry and
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its relationship with the socio-political activity of the
peasantry [35-40]; study of the impact of agrarian
changes on the dynamics of state development in
general.

In-depth study and rethinking of the events of the
Ukrainian Revolution of 1917 — 1921, the formation
of the concept of the Ukrainian Revolution and the
possibility of developing new conceptual approaches
to understanding the Ukrainian Revolution in general
and the agrarian history of the Ukrainian Revolution
in particular, in our opinion, became possible through
scientific schools. It is worth noting a few scientific
centres, which today historical science owes to the
completed concepts. Among them: Institute of History
of Ukraine of the National Academy of Sciences of
Ukraine, Research Institute of Peasantry (Cherkasy),
Centre for the Study of the History of Podillya at Ivan
Ogienko National University of Kamyanets-Podilsky,
Faculty of History of Oles Honchar Dnipropetrovsk
National University, Research Laboratory on the
History of Southern Ukraine at Zaporizhzhia National
University, etc.

Some aspects of the concept of the Ukrainian
revolution, agrarian history of the period of the
Ukrainian revolution were reflected at the meetings
of the All-Ukrainian symposia on agrarian history
(Cherkasy), International scientific conferences
“Revolutionary Upheavals of the Early Twentieth
Century in Europe: Geopolitical, Sociocultural and
Anthropological Dimensions” (Cherkasy), in the issues
of collections of scientific works “Ukrainian Peasant”
[41] and “Bulletin of Cherkasy University. Series
“Historical Sciences” [42], in the collections “Scientific
Works of the Historical Faculty of Zaporizhzhia State
University” [43] and materials of scientific readings
dedicated to the memory of D. P. Poida “Issues of
Agrarian History of Ukraine and Russia” [44], etc.

A separate group of modern research consists of
works that reflect the author’s concepts or research
within the existing concepts of agrarian history
of the Ukrainian revolution. Among them we can
single out the concept of the peasant revolution of
1902 — 1922, the author of which is V. Danilov [45].
Followers of the concept of the peasant revolution of
1902-1922 V. Danilov, among modern researchers,
can be distinguished A. Kovalyova [15, 46—47], V.
Glibishchuk [48] and others. S. Kornovenko, studying
the socio-economic and socio-political transformations
of the period of the Ukrainian Revolution of 1917 —
1921, offers an author’s understanding of the concept
of V. Danilov. The lower chronological boundary of
the peasant revolution of V. Danilov S. Kornovenko
proposes to date 1932. 1922, according to the author,
can be considered the end of one and the beginning of
the next stage, and considers the peasant as an active
subject of agrarian history, the peasant-ideoman [49—
52]. N. Kovalyova, within the concept of V. Danilov,
proposes the concept of “agrarian revolution in Ukraine
in 1902 — 1922”. The term “agrarian revolution” is
used by the author in the study of economic relations
between the peasantry, landlords and government.

Thus, historical knowledge about the period of the
Ukrainian revolution of 1917 — 1921 in independent
Ukraine not only allowed to complete the formation
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of a holistic concept of Ukrainian revolution, but also
gave impetus to the formation of new ones. In this
regard, J. Kalakura rightly remarks, noting that there
is an increased interest in “... conceptualization or
categorization of both natural and human sciences,
including history” [15]. J. Kalakura explains this
by globalization and the desire to preserve “... their
distinctiveness, belonging to a certain identity...” [53].

If the author of the concept of the Ukrainian
revolution cannot be identified, we can only talk about
a long period of formation of this concept and the
struggle of Ukrainian historians for its right to exist,
the distinguishing feature of modern historical science
is that researchers form authorial concepts, including
agricultural history. methodological support of the
concept as a tool of historical research.

In general, most encyclopaedic dictionaries [54—
57] define the essence of the concept “concept” as “a
system of views, concepts about certain phenomena or
processes, the way they are understood, interpreted; the
main idea of any theory, the main idea; the idea or plan
of a new, original understanding; constructive principle
of artistic, technical and other activities” [58]. This
view is shared by historians who turn to the study of this
term. For example, J. Kalakura notes that “a concept
is a system of views or initial theoretical positions as
a basis for research; the main idea or key idea of the
study; system of evidence” [53, 13].

The application of the definition of “concept”
to reveal the historical processes of the Ukrainian
Revolution of 1917 — 1921 in general and the agrarian
history of the Ukrainian Revolution in particular
is effective, because it provides the formation of
methodological apparatus, disclosure of the essence of
concepts, application of general historical and special
research methods. conceptual perspectives of further
research.

According to the Encyclopaedia of Ukrainian
History [58], the concept of “historical concept”
is multifaceted, used to denote “a system of views
on historical facts, a certain way of understanding,
interpreting and generalizing historical phenomena and
events, a system of evidence of certain historiographical
positions, a set of historiographical facts, related
to views on the historical processes of individual
historians, scientific schools, areas, the main ideas that
guide the author in the study of the historical process,
etc” [59].

Thus, the concept of historical research
should include research methodology, conceptual
and categorical apparatus, analysis of source and
documentary support of the research topic, theoretical
understanding of the research topic, proof of socio-
practical significance of the topic, disclosure of the
topic for domestic and world history.

A new concept of agrarian history of the period of
the Ukrainian revolution of 1917 — 1921 is the concept
of agrarianism of the period of the Ukrainian revolution
of 1917 — 1921, proposed by S. Kornovenko. V.
Telvak [60—61], V. Ilnytsky [62], V. Hlibishchuk [62],
0. Kompaniets [63], and V. Lozovy [64] also joined
its formation. The concept is based on understanding
the essence of agrarianism as an Eastern European
phenomenon, analysis of the views of G. Ruland,
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A. Scheffle, J. Melin, who were the first to study
agrarianism as an independent concept, determining
the directions of movement of agrarianism to Central
and South-Eastern Europe through Poland, Bulgaria,
Romania, the Czech Republic and Slovakia.

Let us turn to the analysis of the proposed concept
for the above analysed structural components.

First, the research methodology. The research
methodology is based on such principles of historical
knowledge as scientific, historicism, objectivity,
systems analysis, etc., as well as on the application
of general scientific, special-historical methods. The
methodological basis of the concept is based on socio-
cultural and interdisciplinary approaches.

Secondly, the conceptual and categorical apparatus.
S. Kornovenko analysed the essence of the concept of
“agrarianism” in domestic and foreign scientific space
and proposed the author’s understanding of the essence
of the concept as a phenomenon of the Ukrainian
revolution: “the system of ideas about peasants, the
peasants about themselves, about the peasantry as an
active subject of history, capable of independent state-
building; component of domestic economic policy
aimed at solving the agrarian/peasant issue; as the
peasants ‘self-awareness of themselves, as the peasant’s
political culture and political consciousness, as the
realization in practice of the peasants’ hopes and ideas
about their just future; component of socio- and party-
political thought” [65].

Third, source-documentation provision. The
studied concept is based on an array of sources that
reveal the features of the relationship between the
peasantry and the government, the solution of the
agrarian issue, etc. and which are stored in the central
and regional funds of Ukraine. Historiographical
support is based on the analysis of foreign discourse
in the study of agrarianism as a phenomenon of the
Ukrainian revolution of 1917 — 1921. From the world
community, the following scientists have been identified
as representatives of the topic of agrarianism: J. Elland,
Z. Hemmerling, R. Golets, A. Lech, B. Stochevskaya,
A. Toshkov, M. Tomek, B. Trencheni, H. Schultz, A.
Haare, J. Ryhlik, J. Garna, M. Novak, M. Brunklik, V.
Havlik, V. Medzhetsky, W. Mueller, E. Cuba, 1. Suaa, T.
Lorenz and others [62].

Fourth, the theoretical understanding of the research
topic. Compliance with this structural component of
the concept is ensured by analysing different versions
of agrarianism in Central and North-Eastern Europe
and Ukraine, comparing the socio-political activity of
the peasantry, studying the features of peasant legal
consciousness, mentality and more. S. Kornovenko
offers an author’s explanation of the emergence of
agrarianism as a Ukrainian phenomenon: “1) the
semantic conflict between industrial and agricultural
civilizations; 2) the agrarian type of Ukrainian society,
respectively the agrarian nature of the Ukrainian nation,
the development of the political culture of the actual
agrarian nations; 3) the emergence of a new type of
peasant, which in scientific and historical discourse is
understood as a peasant-ideoman; such key ideologues
of agrarianism as the peasant-centric phenomenon of
the Ukrainian revolution of 1917 — 1921 are singled
out: 1) uniqueness and indisputable value for mankind
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of the spiritual, moral, cultural and social properties
inherent in the peasantry and its work; 2) recognition
of the peasantry as a stratum capable of playing an
independent role in political life; 3) not a capitalist,
but a “separate” peasant way of society development,
preservation of private property — small peasant property
as its optimal regional variant and the basis of social
progress, as well as the idea of a peasant cooperative
state; 4) the predominance of agriculture and rural life
over industry and the city, as well as the peasantry over
other social groups; 5) the peasantry — the agricultural
strata — concentrates the basic positive values and
qualities of society, is the foundation of state stability
and the bearer of national identity, and the above virtues
should determine its political power”.

Fifth, socio-practical significance for national
and world history. The concept of agrarianism during
the Ukrainian Revolution of 1917 — 1921 allows not
only to rethink the Ukrainian Revolution as a historical
phenomenon, but also to prove its peasant character and
show that agrarianist practices of solving the agrarian
issue are a component of both world and Ukrainian
history.

In our opinion, the concept of agrarianism as a
phenomenon of the Ukrainian revolution is not only
an opportunity to rethink and study the agrarian issue
to prevent similar issues in modern space, but also
an opportunity to enter the world as a self-sufficient
historical concept that does not require proof, because,

citing a significant number of works on the concept of
the Ukrainian revolution of 1917 — 1921, the world
community does not have a permanent tradition of its
recognition and constantly to question it [17].

The conclusions. The issues of agrarian
transformation, as a hundred years ago, are an
important aspect of state development. The historical
concept is the basis of scientific historical research.
Its successful application allows to comprehensively
analyse the research problem, to investigate the
conceptual apparatus, to outline a set of methodological
approaches, a system of research methods, to assess the
current state of the research topic, to determine prospects
for future research, to model individual processes of
modern processes. The concept of agrarianism of the
period of the Ukrainian revolution of 1917 — 1921 is
an opportunity to comprehend agrarian problems of the
specified period from the standpoint of global trends in
the development of historical science.
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ATPAPU3M: HOBA KOHLEMNUISA PO3YMIHHA YKPAIHCbKOI PEBONIOLIII 1917 — 1921 PP.

IIpoonema. Cycninono-nonimuuni, coyianbHo-eKOHOMIYHI Ma COYIOKYIbMYPHI 3MIHU, W0 8100YuUcs 6 nepiod Yrpainucvkol
pesomoyii’ 1917 — 1921 pp. cmanu xamanizamopamu nosasu 6azamvox gernomenis. Okpeme micye HANEHCANO AZPAPHOMY
cknaonuxy. Ilocunenns 63acMO6NAUGIE C8IMOBOI Mma GIMYUZHAHOI icmopii, HeoOXIOHICb OCY4aCHeHHs U OHOGLEeHHS
KAmMe2opuiHUX paosHCbKUX CYOXCceHb, 3ACMApinux mepminis, mMemoois, KOHYenyiti ma MOdiCIusicms gopmysamu 1acHy
He3anedncHy icmopiocpaghiuny, meopemuKo-memooor02iuny ma NpaKmuyHy OYIHKY iCMOPUYHUX NPOYECI8 € 8aNCIUGUMU OISl
cyyacHoi icmopii Ykpainu. 36axcaioyu Ha ye, NOPyweHa Hamu y cmammi mema € aKmyanibHoIo.

Mema — npoananizysamu Konyenyiro azpapuzmy nepiody Yxpaincvkoi pesontoyii sk Komnonenm azpapHoi icmopii.

Ocnosgni pezynomamu oocnioxcentsn. Jlocnioxncenns nodii Ykpaincoroi pesomoyii 1917 — 1921 pp. iobysaemocs i3
3acmMocyBanHAM OOCTIOHUKAMY 3A2ANbHO-ICIOPUYHUX A CNEeYIanbHUX ICMOPUYHUX MemOoOi8 HAYKOBO20 NOULYKY. YMmoeHO 6
icmopiozepadhii icmopii’ Vxpaincvioi pegontoyii modicna suokpemumu maxi nepioou: 1) nepioo pesomoyii 1917 — 1921 pp.; 2)
1922 — kineywv 1980-x pp.; 3) cyuacnuii nepioo: nowamox 1990-x — XXI cm. 1922 — kineywv 1980-x pp.; 3) cyuachuii nepioo:
noyamox 1990-x — XXI cm. Hosoio konyenyicio acpaproi icmopii nepiody Yxpainucokoi pesonroyii 1917 — 1921 pp. € konyenyis
azpapuzmy nepiody Ykpainceroi pesomoyii 1917 — 1921 pp., 3anpononosana C. Kopnogenkom. Konyenyia epynmyemocs na
OCMUCTIeHHT CYMHOCMI azpapusmy K cXIOHOEBPOnelcbKo2o (enomeny, ananizy noensdie I. Pynanoa, A. Illegne, K. Menina,
SKI NEepUIUMU 36EPMAIOMbCST 00 BUBHEHHSL A2PAPUIMY K CAMOCMINIHOI KOHYenyil, 6U3HAYeHHI Hanpsami pyxy azpapuzmy 00
Lenmpanvnoi ma Iliedenno-Cxionoi €eponu uepes Ionvuyy, boneapiro, Pymyniro, Yexito i Crosauuuny.

Bucnosku. IIpoonemu azpapnux nepemeopens, K i cmo poKié HA3A0, € 6AMNCIUSUM ACNEKMOM PO3GUMKY OepiCasU.
Icmopuuna xonyenyis € 0CHOG0I0 HAYK06020 icmopuyHo20 nowtyKy. Ii 60ane sacmocyeanns 0036015¢ 6cebiuno npoananizyeanu
odocniodcysany npobnemy, O0CaiOumu NOHAMMESUL anapam, OKPeCIumu KOMUIEKC MemoOONOSIHHUX Ni0X00is, cucmemy
Memooi6 HayKoB020 OO0CNIONCEHHS, OYIHUMU CYHACHUL CMAH 00CTIONCYBAHOI MeMU, SUSHAYUMU NePCReKMUBU MAtlOymHix
docriodcens, 3mo0entosamu okpemi npoyecu cyuacnux npoyecie. Konyenyis aspapusmy nepiody Vkpaincekoi peeonioyii
1917 — 1921 pp. — mooicnugicme ocsicHymu azpapHi npobnemu 3a3Haveno2o nepiody 3 no3uyii 3a2a1bHOCEIMoBUX meHOeHyill
PO36UMKY ICIOPUYHOI HAYKUL.

Knrwouosi cnosa: cenancmeo, Yxpaincoka pesontoyis, Konyenyis, azpapusm.
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